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By MATTHEW D. FIELD. M.D., 

New York. 

New York City Asylums. 

The City of New York acquired title to that portion 
of Ward’s Island formerly owned by the State, and for 
some years occupied by the State Emigrant Hospitals. 
This gave the city possession of the entire island, which 
was turned over to the Commissioners of Public Chari¬ 
ties and Corrections. They at once began plans for the 
concentration of all the city insane on this island and 
the farm at Central Islip. Old pavilions were lowered 
to the ground, the more suitable reconstructed, as was 
the Verplank Hospital. New pavilions were built, and 
a residence for the general superintendent. The pavil¬ 
ions at the farm were duplicated. While the old plan 
was adhered to, the material was changed to brick, in¬ 
stead of wood. The removal of the insane has already 
been begun. The main building at Blackwell’s Island 
is occupied by the Ward’s Island Hospital (formerly 
Homoeopathic Hospital). The latter hospital being also 
now occupied by the insane. All buildings on Ward’s 
Island are now devoted to the care of the insane. It is 
expected that within the year all the insane will have 
been removed from Blackwell’s Island. So far, about 
fourteen hundred patients have been transformed. 

Eastern Michigan Asylum. 

The superintendent, Dr. C. B. Barr, has just pre¬ 
sented a most excellent little book, entitled, “ A Primer 
of Psychology and Mental Disease.” While it is in¬ 
tended for the training school, it will be found very in¬ 
structive and entertaining reading for the student and 
practitioner. 

The American Medico-Psychological Associa¬ 
tion. 

The next annual meeting will convene at the Conti¬ 
nental Hotel, in Philadelphia, upon Tuesday, May 15, 
1894, at 10 A.M., and continue for three days. This is 
the semi-Centennial meeting of the association. 

Detention Wards for Cases of Suspected In¬ 
sanity. 

Dr. George J. Preston, of Baltimore, Md., in a paper 
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before the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland 
at its last semi-annual meeting, strongly advocates the 
establishment of separate wards for this purpose. 

St. Vincent’s Retreat. 

A recent fire destroyed valuable property belonging 
to the institution, but fortunately did not reach the main 
building occupied by patients. 

The manner in which the patients were conducted 
from the building and controlled during the fire, showed 
a splendid organization and the fine control exercised 
over the patients by the Sisters. These Sisters believe 
in occupation and outdoor amusements, and one cannot 
pass the Retreat on a pleasant day without seeing the 
great majority of patients on the grounds. 

liloomingdale Asylum. 

The superintendent’s report for 1893 contains a brief 
resume of twenty-two cases of general paresis admitted 
during the year, with reference to syphilis as a remote or 
immediate cause; the result is presented in the follow¬ 
ing table : 


No. who have had syphilis uncomplicated.2 

' “ “ and indulged in sexual excesses.1 

“ “ “ and were intemperate.S 

“ “ “ in which there was an hereditary tendency 1 

• “ have probably had syphilis.I 

‘ “ 11 intemperate and hereditary influence I 

No. in which there was an hereditary tendency’ towards insanity. ... 3 
" “ “ “ “ and sexual excesses. . 1 

No. who were intemperate.2 

No. in which was no history’ of syphilis, intemperance or heredity. . . 2 


22 

The length of time since the syphilis attack varied 
from four j r ears; the most recent period is eighteen 
years, the usual period being designated as “ several 
years ago ”—implying a rather distinct rate. 

It is interesting to note that the total number of ad¬ 
missions were 164— males 88 and females 76. That of 
the twenty-two cases of paresis, twenty-one were in 
males. 

It is announced that they expect to remove to the 
new buildings at White Plains during the coming sum¬ 
mer. 










